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Sea of Okhotsk * nor to England in regard to the Fenians,
nor to France, but he can be arrogant to feeble Venezuela.

I am inclined to think that a claim which his pet
Sanford, our Minister to Belgium, has against Venezuela
may influence him in asking for a man-of-war at Curasao,
as much as the seamen of the Hannah Grant.

Some laughter took place, after Cabinet council, over
the fortification and intrenchment of the War Depart-
ment, and the trepidation of Stanton, who has this morn-
ing doubled his guard. Kennedy, Chief of New York
police, sent a letter to Speaker Colfax, that some nitro-
glycerine had disappeared from New York, and that
shrewd, sagacious, and patriotic functionary knew not
where it had gone, unless to Washington.

The chivalrous and timid Speaker at once laid this
tremendous missive before the House, and the consterna-
tion of the gallant band of Radicals became excessive. A
large additional police force had been placed around the
Capitol, but as it was still considered unsafe, an immediate
adjournment was called for. Stanton, unfortunate man,
could not adjourn. There was no refuge for him, save in
the War Department, which is surrounded and filled with
soldiers to protect against an inroad from old General
Thomas. As Stanton, Grant, and the Radical Congress
have assumed the entire control of the military, to the
exclusion of the President, who is Commander-m-Chief,
the apprehension seems to be that the Adjutant-General
and his friends have resorted to nitro-glycerine.

Browning inquired whether there should not be more free
communication and interchange of opinion among the
members of the Cabinet in regard to the measures before
Congress. Seward promptly and in a manner that was
intended to put a stop to this said the President would, he
suppose, consult any member he pleased on any subject;
that this matter of impeachment belonged more particu-

1 A Russian sloop-of-war fired on an American vessel in the Sea of
Okhotsk in December, 1867.